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INTRODUCTION. 


HIS  remarkable  prophecy  has  been  care 


fully  revifed,  corrected,  and  improved  ;  alfo 


fome  account  given  of  our  author  Robert  Nixon, 
who  was  but  a  kind  of  ideot,  and  ufed  to  be 
employed  in  following  the  plough.  He  had  lived 
in  fome  farmers  families,  and  was  both  their 
drudge  and  their  jeft.  At  laft,  Thomas  Chol- 
mondley,  of  Vale-Royal,  Efq;  took  him  into  his 
houfe,  and  he  lived  there  when  he  compofed  this 
prophecy,  which  he  delivered  with  as  much  gra¬ 
vity  and  folemnity  as  if  he  had  been  an  oracle  ; 
and  it  was  obferved,  that  though  the  fool  was  a 
driveller,  and  could  not  fpeak  common  fenfe  when 
he  was  uninlpired,  yet  in  delivering  his  prophecies 
he  fpoke  plainly  and  fenfibly  ;  how  truly  will  be 
fhewn  in  the  following  pages. 

As  to  the  credit  of  this  prophecy,  I  dare  fay 
it  is  as  well  attefted  as  any  of  Noftradamus’s  or 
Merlin’s,  and  has  come  to  pafs  as  well  as  the  beft 
of  ’fquire  Bickerftaft ’s  :  the  latter,  the  greateft 
prophet  of  the  laft  century.  Now,  I  would  not 
have  any  body  laugh  at  it  merely  becaufe  it  is  a 
prophecy.  Some  ungodly  people  think  there  has 
been  no  witch  fince  the  witch  of  Endor,  nor  any 
prophet  fince  Malachi;  but  it  is  plain  enough,  that 
great  men  have  in  all  ages  had  recourfe  to  prophecy 
as  well  as  the  vulgar.  Fortune-telling  is  in  the 
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low  kind  of  prophecy  ;  and  yet  thofe  minor  pro¬ 
phets,  the  fortune-tellers,  have  many  advocates  ro 
argue,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  to  prove  the  truth  and 
importance  of  their  predi&ions.  Not  to  give  in- 
fiances  out  of  ancient  hidory  of  the  wonders  per¬ 
formed  by  Englifh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh  prophets ;  the 
mod  modern  ilory  furnifhes  us  with  examples  of 
the  greated  monarchs  that  have  received  comfort 
from  the  art  of  footn-faying.  I  would  not  have  all 
grave  perfons  defpife  the  infpirations  of  Nixon. 
The  late  French  king  gave  audience  to  an  infpired 
Farrier,  and  rewarded  him  with  an  hundred  pi- 
doles  for  his  prophetical  intelligence;  rhough,  by 
what  I  can  learn,  he  did  not  come  near  our  Nixon 
for  gifts. 

The  Chefhire  prophecy  has  fo  many  oddnefles 
in  it,  that  I  am  fure  the  reader  will  be  glad  to  fee 
a  thing  which  is  as  well  known  in  the  county 
palatine,  as  mother  Shipton’s  in  Yorkfhire.  The 
fimplicity,  the  circumdances,  and  hiftory  of  it  are 
fo  remarkable,  that  i  could  not  help  communi¬ 
cating  it  to  the  public,  who,  I  hope,  will  be  as 
much  delighted  with  it  as  I  was  myfelf.  By  the 
way,  this  is  not  a  prophecy  of  to-day ;  it  is  as  old 
as  the  Powder- plot,  and  the  dory  will  make  it 
appear,  that  there  is  as  little  impodure  in  it  as  the 
Jacobites  pretend  there  is  in  the  perfon  it  feems 
to  have  an  eye  to  ;  but  whether  they  are  both 
impoftors  alike  or  not,  I  leave  it  to  the  reader  to 
determine. 

J.  OlDiMIXON, 
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PROPHECY. 


IF  N  the  reign  of  king  James  L  there  lived  a  fool 
whofe  name  was  Nixon.  One  day  he  came 
in  from  plough  out  of  the  field,  and  laying 
down  the  things  he  had  in  his  hands,  he  remained 
a  little  while  in  the  dumps,  and  then  with  a  hoarfe 
voice,  faid.  Now  I  will  prophefy .  Then  he  fpoke 
as  follows: 


When  a  Raven  /kail  build  in  a  /lone  Lions  mouth 
on  the  top  of  a  church  in  Che/hire ,  then  a  King  of 
England  j hall  be  driven  out  cj  his  kingdom ,  and  ne¬ 
ver  return  more . 

fVhen  an  Eagle  /ball  jit  on  the  top  of  the  houfe , 
then  an  heir  fall  be  born  to  the  Cholmondley’ s  family  ; 
and  this  heir  fall  live  to  fee  England  invaded  by  fo¬ 
reigners^  who  Jhall  proceed  fo  far  as  a  town  in  Che - 
fire ;  but  a  Miller ,  named  Peter ,  fall  be  born  with 
two  heels  on  one  foot ,  and  at  that  time  living  in  a 
mill  of  Mr.  Cholmondley  s ,  he  jhall  be  injlrumental  in 
delivering  the  nation .  The  Perjbn  who  then  governs 
the  nation  will  be  in  trouble ,  and  jculk  about :  The 
invading  King  / hall  be  killed ,  laid  acrofs  a  borje  s 
hack  like  a  calj\  and  led  in  triumph .  The  Miller 

having  been  infrumental  in  it ,  fall  bring  forth  the 
Per j  on  that  then  governs  the  kingdom ,  and  < 
ed  for  what  he  has  done ;  and  after  that 
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(hall  fee  hapy  days.  A  young  new  Jet  of  men  of  vir¬ 
tuous  manners  fhall  come,  who  fhall  projper ,  and  make 
a  fourifing  church ,  for  two  hundred  years . 

As  a  token  of  the  truth  of  all  this ,  a  wall  of  Mr. 
Cholmondlefs  fhall  fall:  If  it  fall  downwards ,  the 
church  fhall  be  opprefed ,  and  rife  no  more ;  but  if  up¬ 
wards,  next  the  rifing  hill  on  the  fide  oj  it,  then  it 
/ hall  flourifh  again.  Under  this  wall  fall  be  pound 
the  bones  of  a  Brit  if  king. 

A  pond  fall  run  with  blood  three  days ,  and  the 
cr  off  one  pillar  in  the  Eorejl  jink  Jo  low  into  the 
ground,  that  a  crow  from  the  top  of  it  fall  drink  of 
the  bejl  blood  in  England. 

A  boy  fall  be  born  with  three  thumbs ,  and  fall 
hold  three  kings  horfes ,  while  England  fall  three 
times  be  won  and  lofl  in  one  day. 

The  original  may  be  Teen  in  feveral  families  in 
that  county,  and  is  particularly  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Egerton  of  Olton,  with  many  other  remarka- 
bles ;  as,  that  Pecforton  windmill  (hould  be  re¬ 
moved  to  Ludditon  hill  5  that  there  fnould  be  fo 
great  a  (laughter  of  men,  that  horfes  faddled  fhould 
run  about  till  their  girths  rotted  away.  But  this  is 
fufficient  to  prove  Nixon  as  great  a  prophet  as  Par¬ 
tridge,  and  we  (hall  give  other  proofs  of  it  before 
we  have  done  with  him. 

I  know  your  prophets  are  generally  for  raw  heads 
and  bloody  bones,  and  therefore  do  not  mind  ic 
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much,  or  I  might  add,  that  Olton  mill  {hall  be 
driven  with  blood  inftead  of  water.  But  thefe 
foothfayers  are  great  butchers,  and  every  hall  is 
with  them  a  flaughter-houfe. 

Now  as  for  authorities  to  prove  this  prophecy 
to  be  genuine,  and  how  it  has  been  hitherto  accom- 
plifh  ed,  I  might  refer  myfelf  to  the  whole  coun¬ 
ty  of  Chefbire,  where  it  is  in  every  one’s  mouth, 
and  has  been  fo  thefe  fifty  years.  As  much  as  I 
have  of  the  manufeript,  was  fent  me  by  a  perfon 
of  fenfe  and  veracity,  as  little  given  to  vifions  as 
any  body.  For  my  own  part  I  build  nothing  on 
this  or  any  other  prophecy,  only  there  is  fomething 
fo  very  odd  in  the  ftory,  and  fo  pat  in  the  word¬ 
ing  of  it,  that  I  cannot  help  giving  it  as  I  found  it. 

The  family  of  the  Cholmondleys  is  very  antient 
in  this  county,  and  takes  its  name  from  a  place  fo 
called  near  Nantwich  ;  there  are  alfo  Cholmton 
and  Cholmondefion ;  but  the  feat  of  that  branch 
of  the  family  which  kept  our  prophet  Nixon,  is 
at  Vale-Royal,  on  the  river  Wever,  in  de  la  Mere 
foreft.  It  was  formerly  an  abbey,  founded  bv 
Edward  I.  and  came  to  the  Cholmondleys  from 
the  famous  family  of  the  Holcrofts.  When  Nix¬ 
on  prophefied,  this  family  was  near  being  extindt, 
the  heir  having  married  Sir  Walter  St.  John’s 
daughter,  a  lady  not  efteemed  very  young,  who 
notwithstanding  being  with  child,  fell  in  labour, 
and  continued  fo  for  fome  days.  (During  which 
time  an  eagle  fat  upon  the  houfe-top,  and  flew  a- 
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way  when  (he  was  delivered,  which  proved  to  be 
of  a  Ton.) 

A  raven  is  alfo  known  to  have  built  in  a  done 
lion’s  mouth  in  the  fteeple  of  the  church  of  Over, 
in  the  foreft  of  de  la  Mere.  Not  long  before  the 
abdication  of  king  James,  the  wall  fpoken  of  fell 
down,  and  fell  upwards;  and  in  removing  the 
rubbifh,  were  found  the  bones  of  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  fize.  A  pond  at  the  fame  time  ran 
with  water  that  had  a  reddifh  tincture,  and  was 
never  known  to  have  done  fo  before  or  fince. 

Headlefs-crofs  in  the  forreft,  which  in  the  me¬ 
mory  of  man  was  feveral  feet  high,  is  now  funk 
within  half  a  foot  of  the  ground. 

In  the  parifh  of  Bud  worth,  a  boy  was  born  a- 
bout  tweny-eight  years  ago  with  three  thumbs ;  the 
youth  is  {till  living  there,  and  the  miller  Peter  lives 
in  Nagginfbire  mills,  in  expedition  of  fulfilling 
this  prophecy  on  the  perfon  of  Perkin;  he  hath 
alfo  two  heels  on  one  foot,  but  I  find  he  does  not 
intend  to  make  ufe  of  them,  for  he  is  a  bold  Bri¬ 
ton,  and  a  loyal  fubjed  to  king  George,  zealous 
for  the  proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  illuftrious  houfe 
of  Hanover,  has  a  vote  for  the  knights  of  the 
fhire,  and  never  fails  to  give  it  on  the  right  fide  ; 
in  a  word,  Peter  will  prate  or  box  for  the  good 
caufe  that  Nixon  has  lifted  him  in,  and  if  he  does 
not  do  the  bufinefs,  this  muft  be  faid  of  him, 
that  no  man  bids  fairer  for  it  5  which  the  Lady 
Egerton  was  fo  apprehenfive  of,  that  wifhing  well 

to 
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to  another  reftoration,  fhe  often  inftigated  her  hus¬ 
band  to  turn  him  out  of  the  mill;  but  he  looked 
upon  it  as  a  whimfey,  and  fo  Peter  dill  continues 
there,  in  hopes  of  being  as  good  a  knight  as  Sir 
Philip  his  landlord  was. 

Of  this  Peter,  I  have  been  told  that  the  lady 
Narcliff  of  Chelfea,  and  the  lady  St.  John  of 
Batterfea,  have  often  been  heard  to  talk,  and  that 
they  have  both  afferted  the  truth  of  our  prophecy 
and  its  accompliftiments,  with  particulars  which 
are  more  extraordinary  than  any  I  have  yet  men¬ 
tioned.  The  noife  of  Nixon's  predi&ions,  reach¬ 
ing  the  ears  of  king  James  I.  he  would  need  fee 
this  fool,  who  cried  and  made  ado  that  he  might 
not  go  to  court,  and  the  reafon  that  he  gave  was, 
“  That  he  fhould  be  ftarved,,3  (a  very  whimfical 
fancy  of  his;  courts  are  not  places  where  people 
ufe  to  ftarve  in,  when  they  once  come  there, 
whatever  they  did  before.)  The  king  being  in¬ 
formed  of  Nixon's  refufing  to  come,  faid  he  would 
take  particular  care  that  he  (hould  not  be  ftarved, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  brought  up.  Nixon  cried 
out,  “  he  was  fent  for  again",  and  foon  after  the 
meflenger  arrived,  who  brought  him  up  from 
Cheshire.  How  or  whether  he  prophefied  to  his 
Majefty,  no  body  can  tell,  but  he  is  not  the  firft 
fool  that  has  made  a  good  court  prophet.  That 
Nixon  might  be  well  provided  for,  it  was  ordered 
he  (bould  be  kept  in  the  kitchen,  where  he  grew 
fo  troublefome  in  licking  and  picking  the  meat, 
that  the  cooks  locked  him  up  in  a  hole,  and  the 
king  going  on  a  fudden  from  Hampton-Court  to 
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London,  they  forgot  the  fool  in  the  hurry,  and  he 
was  really  ftarved  to  death. 

There  are  a  great  many  paffages  of  this  fool- 
prophet’s  life  and  fayings,  tranfmitted  by  tradition 
from  father  to  fon  in  this  county  palatine  ;  as  that 
when  be  lived  with  a  farmer  before  he  was  taken 
into  Mr.  Cholmondley’s  family,  he  goared  an  ox 
fo  cruelly,  that  one  of  the  ploughmen  threatened 
to  beat  him  for  abufing  his  matter's  bead.  Nixon 
laid,  <c  my  matter's  beaft  will  not  be  his  three 
<c  days.”  A  life  in  an  eftate  dropping  at  that  time, 
the  lord  of  the  manor  took  the  fame  ox  for  a  her- 
riot.  This  account,  as  whimfical  and  romantic  as 
it  is,  was  told  to  the  lady  Cowper  in  the  year 
1670,  by  Dr.  Patrick,  late  bifhop  of  Ely,  then 
chaplain  to  Sir  Walter  Sr,  John ;  and  that  lady 
had  the  following  farther  particulars  relating  to 
this  prophecy,  and  the  fulfilling  of  many  parts  Of 
it,  from  Mrs.  Chute,  fitter  to  Mrs.  Cholmondley 
of  Vale- Royal,  who  affirmed. 

That  a  multitude  of  people  gathering  together 
to  fee  the  eagle  before  mentioned,,  the  bird  was 
frightened  from  her  young,  and  that  fhe  herfelf 
was  one  of  them,  and  the  cry  among  the  people 
was,  “  Nixon’s  prophecy  is  fulfilled,  and  we  (hall 
“  have  a  foreign  king.”  She  declared  that  (lie 
read  over  the  prophecy  many  times,  when  her 
fitter  was  with  child  of  the  heir  who  now  enjoys 
the  eftate.  She  particularly  remembered  that  king 
James  II.  was  plainly  pointed  at,  and  that  it  was 
foretold  he  ihould  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  laws 

and 
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and  religion  of  this  kingdom,  for  which  reafon 
they  would  rife  and  turn  him  out;  that  the  eagle, 
of  which  Nixon  prophefied,  perched  in  one  of  the 
windows  all  the  time  her  fifter  was  in  labour  ;  (lie 
faid  it  was  the  biggefl  bird  fhe  ever  faw ;  that  it 
was  in  a  deep  fnow,  and  that  it  perched  on  the 
edge  of  a  bow  window,'  which  had  a  large  border 
on  the  outfide,  and  that  (he  and  many  others 
opened  the  window  to  try  to  fcare  it  away,  but  it 
would  not  ftir  till  Mrs.  Cholmondley  was  deli¬ 
vered  ;  after  which  it  took  a  flight  to  a  great  tree 
over  againft  the  room  her  fifter  lay  in,  where  hav«? 
ing  flayed  about  three  days,  it  flew  away  in  the 
night.  She  farther  affirmed  to  lady  Cowper,  that 
the  falling  of  the  garden  wall  was  a  thing  not  to  be 
queftioned,  it  being  in  fo  many  people's  memory : 

.  That  it  was  foretold  that  the  heir  of  Vale-Royal 
fhould  live  to  fee  England  invaded  by  foreigners, 
and  that  he  ftiould  fight  bravely  for  his  king  and 
his  country:  That  the  miller  mentioned  is  alive, 
and  expe&s  to  be  knighted,  and  is  in  the  very  mill 
that  was  foretold  :  That  he  fhould  kill  two  invaders 
who  would  come  in,  the  one  from  the  Weft,  the 
other  from  the  North :  That  he  from  the  North 
fhould  bring  with  him  of  all  nations,  Swedes, 
Danes,  Germans,  and  Dutch  ;  and  that  in  the  folds 
of  his  garments  he  fhould  bring  fire  and  famine, 
plague  and  murder  :  That  many  great  battles 
fhould  be  fought  in  England,  one  upon  London- 
Btidge,  which  would  be  fo  bloody,  that  people 
fhould  ride  in  London  ftreets  up  to  their  horfes 
bellies  in  blood  :  That  feveral  other  battles  fhould 
be  fought  up  and  down  moft  parts  in  Chefhire ; 
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and  that  the  la  ft  that  ever  would  be  fought  in 
England  ftiould  be  on  De  le  Mere  foreft:  That  the 

heir  of  Olton,  whofe  name  is  E - n,  and  has 

married  earl  Cholmondley’s  fifter,  (hould  be  hanged 
Up  at  his  own  gate. 


Laftly,  he  foretels  great  glory  and  profperity  to 
thofe  who  fland  up  in  defence  of  their  laws  and 
liberties,  and  ruin  and  mifery  to  thofe  that  fhould 
betray  them.  He  fays,  the  year  before  this  would 
happen,  bread  corn  would  be  very  dear,  and  that 
the  year  following  more  troubles  fhould  begin, 
which  would  laft  three  years ;  that  the  firft  would 
be  moderate,  the  fecond  bloody,  and  the  third 
intolerable  ;  that  unlefs  they  were  (hortened,  no 
mortal  could  bear  them;  and  there  were  no  mif- 
chiefs  but  what  poor  England  would  feel  at  that 
time;  but  that  GEORGE  the  fon  of  GEORGE 
fhould  put  an  end  to  all.  That  afterwards  the 
church  fhould  fiourifh,  and  England  be  the  moft 
glorious  nation  upon  earth.  The  fame  lady  Cow- 
per  was  not  content  to  take  thefe  particulars  from 
Mrs.  Chute,  but  (he  enquired  of  Sir  Thomas  Afton 
of  the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  and  he  attefted  it 
was  in  great  reputation  in  Chefhire,  and  that  the 
fadts  were  known  by  every  one  to  have  happened  as 
Nixon  faid  they  would  ;  adding,  that  the  morning 
before  the  garden  wall  fell,  his  neighbour  Mr. 
Cholmondley  going  to  ride  out  a  hunting,  faid,  as 
he  pafted  by  it,  “  Nixon  feldom  fails,  but  now 
<c  I  think  he  will;  for  he  foretold  that  this  day 
*c  my  garden  wall  would  fall,  and  I  think  it  looks 
"  as  if  it  would  (land  thefe  forty  years.’1  That  he 

had 
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had  not  been  gone  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
wall  fplit,  and  fell  upwards  againft  the  rifing  of 
the  hill,  which,  as  Nixon  would  have  it,  was  the 
prefage  of  a  fiourifhing  church, 

'  i  fs.'-  \  •  •  i .  .  -  .  •  •  • 

As  to  the  removal  of  Pecferton  mill,  it  was 
done  by  Sir  John  Crew,  the  mill  having  loft  its 
trade  there,  for  which  he  ordered  it  to  be  fet  upon 
Ludington  hill ;  and  being  afked  if  he  did  ic  to 
fulfil  the  prophecy,  he  declared  he  never  thought 
of  it.  I  myfelf  have  enquired  of  a  perfon  who 
knows  Mr.  Cholmondley’s  pond  as  well  as  Rofa- 
mond's  in  Sc.  James's  park,  and  he  allured  me  the 
falling  of  the  wall,  and  the  pond  running  blood, 
as  they  call  it,  are  fads  which  in  Chefhire  any  one 
would  be  reckoned- mad  for  making  the  leaft  quef- 
tion  of  them.  As  there  are  feveral  particulars  in 
this  prophecy,  which  remain  unfulfilled ;  fo  when 
they  come  to  pafs  fome  other  circumftanccs  may  be 
added,  which  are  not  convenient  to  be  told  till  they 
be  accomplifhed.  \ 

If  I  had  a  mind  to  look  into  the  antiquities  of 
this  county,  I  might  find  that  prodigies  and  pro¬ 
phecies  are  no  unufual  things  there.  Cambden 
tells  us,  that  at  Brereton,  not  many  miles  from 
Vale-Royal,  which  gave  name  to  a  famous,  an¬ 
cient,  numerous,  and  knightly  family,  there  is  a 
thing  as  ftrange  as  the  perching  of  the  eagle,  or 
the  falling  of  the  wall,  which  he  fays  was  attefted 
to  him  by  many  perfons,  and  was  commonly  be¬ 
lieved  :  That  before  any  heir  of  this  family  dies, 
there  are  feen  in  a  lake  adjoining,  the  bodies  of 
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trees  fwimming  upon  the  water  for  feveral  days 
together.  He  likewife  adds,  that  near  the  abby  of 
St.  Maurice  in  Burgundy,  there  is  a  fifh-pond,  in 
which  a  number  of  fifties  are  put,  equal  to  the 
number  of  monks  of  that  place  ;  and  if  any  one  of 
them  happens  to  be  fick,  there  is  a  fifti  feen  float¬ 
ing  on  the  water ;  and  in  cafe  the  fit  of  ficknefs 
proves  fatal  to  the  monk,  the  fifh  foretels  it  by  his 
own  death  forne  days  before.  This  the  learned 
Cambden  relates  in  his  hiflory  of  Chefhire,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  trees  fwimming  in  the  lake  near 
Brereton  prevails  all  about  the  county  to  this  day, 
only  with  this  difference,  that  fome  fay  it  is  one 
log  that  fwims,  and  fome  fay  many . 

Lancafhire,  which  is  not  far  off,  has  been  fa¬ 
mous  for  witches,  and  I  am  afraid  Chefhire  is  a 
little  infeded  by  its  neighbourhood,  Thofe  that 
will  not  believe  our  Prophecy,  may  let  it  alone ; 
but  if  Hope  is  a  good  help  to  Faith,  I  (hall  not  be 
long  among  the  incredulous . 


J.  Oldmixon. 

•I  - t  f  ,  .  {  « 
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Cheshire  Prophet. 

Nantwich ,  March  24,  1714; 

SIR , 

I  Have  read  over  your  Chefhire  prophecy,  and 
muft  needs  fay,  that  what  you  have  added  is 
to  be  found  in  the  original,  written  in  doggrel 
verfe  :  I  have  read  it  over  and  over  ;  and  though 
it  is  longer  than  your  prophecy,  yet  I  think  the 
fubftance  of  it  is  there  ;  and  I  (hall  now  give  you 
fome  material  paflages,  which  will  ferve*to  make 
your  prophecy  complete.  To  thefe  I  fhall  add  a 
fhort  account  of  his  life,  as  I  have  been  able  to 
inform  myfelf  of  it  by  old  people.  I  could  meet 
with  but  one  man  who  remembered  the  prophet, 
and  that  was  old  Woodman  of  CopnaJ. 

’  »  v  ^  *  j-  \  c  ; > 

He  fays,  that  Nixon  was  a  fhort  fquab  fellow; 
had  a  great  head,  and  goggle  eyes;  that  he  ufed 
to  drivel  as  he  fpoke,  which  was  very  rarely,  and 
was  extremely  furly.  He  particularly  had  a  fpite 
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againft  children,  and  would  run  after  them  to  beat 
them  when  they  came  in  his  way,  efpecially  if 
they  made  fport  with  him,  as  he  faid  they  ufed 
to  do,  and  himfelf  among  the  reft,  when  he  was 
a  lad.  He  was  at  firft  plough-boy  to  farmer 
Crowton  of  Swanlow,  and  fo  ftubborn,  that  they 
could  make  him  do  nothing  without  beating. 
They  could  feldom  get  any  thing  out  of  him  but 
Yes,  and  No;  and  if  he  fpoke  much  more,  it  was 
unintelligible ;  nay,  he  would  hardly  fay  no  and 
yes,  unlefs  pinched  by  hunger.  He  had  a  very  good 
ftomach ;  and  the  report  was,  that  he  would  eat  up 
a  fhoulder  of  mutton  at  a  meal,  if  they  would  let 
him,  and  a  good  luncheon  of  bread  and  cheefe  af¬ 
ter  it.  The  people*  had,  it  feems,  a  ftrange  reve¬ 
rence  even  for  his  ftupidity;  and  they  took  his  fi- 
lence  to  be  like  that  of  an  oracle,  as  portentous  as 
if  he  had  prophefied. 

The  firft  time  he  was  found  out  to  be  a  pro¬ 
phet,  was  upon  this  occafion.  Farmer  Crowton 
being  one  day  at  plough  in  the  field,  near  the  river 
Weaver,  in  Swanlow  parifh,  and  his  boy  Nixon 
following  him,  the  boy  flopped  on  a  fudden,  drop¬ 
ped  his  bottle  and  budget  which  he  carried  to  the 
field  with  him,  and  flood  motionlefs  with  his  eyes 
fixed  towards  heaven.  Neither  words  nor  blows 
could  get  him  out  of  this  trance  for  the  fpace  of 
an  hour.  When  he  recovered,  he  took  up  the 
things  he  had  dropt,  and  followed  the  plough. 
His  mailer  and  the  men  that  were  at  work  in  the 
fame  field,  flood  by  him  all  the  while,  taking  him 
to  be  in  a  fit ;  and  wondered  ftill  that  he  flood  up- 
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right,  and  did  not  fall  down.  He  himfelf  feemed 
to  be  infenfible  of  any  alteration  that  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  him.  But  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after,  he  talked  very  rationally  of  feveral  things 
that  had  been  done  fome  time  before,  and  drop-* 
ped  expreffions  of  others  that  were  to  be  done  5 
which  prefently  made  his  matter  and  thofe  that 
were  with  him,  conclude  that  Nixon's  dulnefs  had 
fomething  facred  in  it ;  and  that  his  words  were 
oracles,  efpecially  when  fome  little  things  he  fore¬ 
told  fell  out  according  to  his  prediction.  It  was 
with  this  farmer  that  he  lived  when  he  prophefi- 
ed  of  his  matters  ox,  as  is  mentioned  in  his  pro* 
phecy. 

I  mutt  correCt  fome  errors  that  you  have  been 
led  into  by  the  imperfeCt  copies  of  his  prophecy ; 
as  that  about  the  falling  of  the  wall,  which  fome 
zealous  people  have  applied  to  the  church  ;  where¬ 
as,  in  truth,  it  has  a  literal  reference  to  the  ttate 
only.  Woodman  faid,  the  common  tradition  has 
been,  that  <c  when  the  wall  belonging  to  Vale- 
Royal-Houfe,  fell  down,  it  was  to  denote  fome 
remarkable  change  in  the  government  :  That  if 
it  was  afereneday,  and  the  wall  fell  inward  $  ic 
fignified  an  advantageous  and  happy  change,  but 
if  it  were  a  ftormy  day,  and  fell  outward,  and  a- 
ny  of  the  ftones  fell  into  the  brook,  it  fignified 
the  direCt  contrary.''  To  this  he  added,  that  the 
Cholmondley  family,  whofe  feat  it  was,  kept  fe¬ 
veral  workmen  in  yearly  pay  to  fupport  the  wall, 
and  every  month  to  infpeCt  it  all  round ;  that  it 
was  buttreffed  both  within  and  without  j  and  the 
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week  before  it  fell,  the  workmen  gave  in  their  re¬ 
port,  that  it  was  fo  ftrong,  it  might  reafonably 
laft  an  hundred  years  without  any  repairs. 

This,  I  allure  you,  is  not  only  what  the  old 
man  told  me,  but  what  I  have  heard  from  feveral 
others,  and  can  get  it  well  attefted,  if  it  is  thought 
proper  :  as  alfo  the  particulars  of  the  falling  of  the 
wall  5  which  are  thele  : 

\  *  ^  t 

cc  Upon  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  1688,  about  ele- 
“  ven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  being  a  calm  and 
iC  clear  day,  without  the  lead:  breath  of  wind,  that 
<c  wall  fell  flat  inwards  all  at  once,  and  not  fo  much 
“  as  one  Angle  (lone  fell  outwards/' 

This  happening  fo  little  a  while  before  the  Re¬ 
volution,  it  was  taken  notice  of  as  an  accident 
which  was  very  much  to  our  advantage :  and 
as  there  was  a  greater  riling  for  the  Prince  of  Orange 
in  Chelhire,  than  in  any  other  county  in  England, 
why  may  we  not  imagine  that  Nixon’s  prophecy 
contributed  very  much  to  it  ?  The  objection  to  this 
may  be,  that  the  owner  of  the  houfe,  Thomas 
Cholmondley,  Efq;  was  a  Jacobite  5  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  thing  about  him  could  bode  well  to 
the  Revolution.  But  his  being  a  Jacobite  gives 
the  greater  authority  to  the  Prediction,  and  the 
fulfilling  of  it.  For  it  is  not  likely  that  one  who 
was  an  enemy  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  Ihould  let 
a  miracle  be  wrought  in  his  houfe  in  favour  of  the 
happy  change  he  fo  foon  after  accomplilhed.  I 
Ihould  not  have  made  this  digreliion,  had  not  fome 
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filly  people  almoft  as  ftupid  as  Nixon,  but  by  no 
means  fo  well  gifted  in  prophecy,  given  out,  thac 
the  falling  of  the  wall  denoted  the  rifing  of  the 
Pretender  j  and  this  too,  juft  as  he  was  running 
away  from  Scotland. 

I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  that  fome  of  us  in  this  country  were  ftrange- 
ly  fpirited  by  your  prophecy.  When  the  rebels 
advanced  to  Prefton,  we  were  told  that  they  in¬ 
tended  to  march  through  our  county  into  Flint- 
(h  ire  and  Denbigh  (hire ;  if  they  had,  their  route 
mu  ft  have  been  through  De  le  Mere  foreft,  where 
Nixon  lived  and  prophefied;  and  the  miller  Peter, 
with  his  countrymen,  were  refolved  to  have  given 
them  fuch  a  reception,  as  would  have  given  very 
great  credit  to  your  prophecy,  which  is  abufed 
whenever  it  has  any  interpretation  applied  to  it, 
that  has  an  eye  to  Popery  and  Slavery ;  For  as 
great  a  fool  as  Nixon  was,  he  was  not  fo  ftupid  as 
our  modern  zealots,  nor  ever  dropped  a  word  a- 
gainft  the  Proteftant  Religion. 

To  return  to  old  Woodman :  He  informed  me 
further,  that  after  it  was  known  what  a  prophet 
farmer  Crowton  had  in  his  family,  Mr.  Cholmond- 
ley  fent  for  the  fellow,  and  kept  him  at  his  houfe, 
giving  him  in  charge  to  his  fteward,  whom  he  or¬ 
dered  to  try  whether  he  could  make  any  thing  of 
him,  and  teach  him  to  read.  But  Nixon's  ftu- 
pidity  increafed  upon  him,  the  more  the  fteward 
endeavoured  to  improve  him,  and  the  moft  he 
could  do  with  him  was  to  make  him  hold  his  goad 
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right,  and  drive  the  oxen  at  plough.  As  he  was 
once  in  the  field  with  the  reft  of  Mr.  Cholmond- 
ley’s  fervants,  he  let  fall  his  goad  on  a  fudden,  as 
he  had  dropped  his  budget  and  bottle  formerly. 
He  flood  motionlefs  after  the  fame  manner,  with 
his  eyes  fixed  towards  heaven.  The  iervants  talk¬ 
ed  to  him,  and  beat  him  to  get  him  to  his  work, 
and  all  to  no  purpofe.  He  remained  in  a  fore  of 
t  ance  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour;  and  then  recover¬ 
ing  himfelf,  he  took  up  his  goad  and  went  on  with 
his  bufinefs,  as  though  nothing  had  befallen  him. 
One  of  Mr.  Cholmondley’s  men  afked  him  what 
ailed  him?  and  why  he  flood  there  fo  long?  To 
whom  Nixon  replied,  that  he  had  feen  thoie  things 
which  he  could  not  tell  them,  and  which  man 
never  faw  before.  He  then  difeourfed  to  the  fer- 
vants  round  him  for  near  two  hours,  and  fpoke  as 
reafonably  as  the  bell  a.mongft  them  could  have 
done,  without  any  manner  of  hefitation,  in  this 
difeourfe. 

He  foretold  the  civil  wars,  the  death  of  king 
Charles  I.  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  the 
abdication  of  king  James  II.  the  revolution  and 
glorious  war  with  France,  and  the  flourifhing  flate 
of  this  kingdom  afterwards :  Adding,  thefe  things 
will  as  certainly  happen,  as  that  I  lhali  be  lent  for 
by  the  king,  and  ftarved  to  death.  When  he  had 
finifhed  his  fpeech,  he  returned  to  his  natural  dul- 
nefs  and  filence ;  and  unlefs  he  had  been  in  one 
of  his  trances,  he  was  always  dull  and  mute;  but 
while  he  was  uttering  his  prophecies,  he  fpoke 
Nearly,  and  with  an  air  of  affurance,  that  they 
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would  be  accompliffied.  The  fervants  as  foon  as 
they  came  home,  told  their  mafter  of  this  pro¬ 
digy  3  and  Mr.  Cholmondley  ordered  them  to 
write  down  as  much  of  it  as  they  could  remem¬ 
ber,  which  they  did  ;  and  it  is  preserved  in  that 
family  to  this  day,  together  with  the  more  ample 
prophecy,  of  which  you  have  given  the  world 
the  moft  material  paffages.  The  family  has  al¬ 
ways  locked  it  up  as  a  treafure,  and  whatever 
pains  I  have  taken  to  procure  a  copy  of  it,  I 
could  never  fucceed,  and  defpair  now  of  getting 
it,  Mr.  Egerton  of  Olton,  who  is  nearly  related 
to  the  Cholmondley  family,  has  a  copy  of  it  alfo, 
but  he  will  not  part  with  it.  Both  of  thofe  fa¬ 
milies  do  lay  great  ftrefs  on  Nixon's  predictions, 
and,  I  muft  tell  you,  they  are  two  of  the 
molt  antient  and  honourable  families  in  our 
county. 

You  have  mentioned  Nixon's  being  fent  for  to 
court  by  king  James  the  firft.  Woodman  fays 
it  was  thus  5  when  he  came  to  court,  that  king 
gave  him  in  charge  to  one  of  his  officers,  com¬ 
manding  him  to  keep  him  in  clofe  confinement, 
and  to  make  ftridt  obfervations  on  his  behaviour, 
that  he  might  be  affured  there  was  nothing  of 
impofture  in  him.  This  Gentleman  kept  Nixon 
locked  up,  and  going  in  a  hurry  with  the  king 
to  Theobalds',  he  forgot  to  take  care  of  him,  and 
leave  him  provifions  kill  his  return,  by  which 
means  he  was  ftarved  to  death.  It  muft  be  ob« 
ferved,  that  Nixon  could  not  fpeak,  except  it 
was  immediately  after  he  was  come  out  of  his 
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trance,  and  never  could  be  brought  to  pronounce 
a  fenlible  word,  more  than  an  ay  or  noy  as  hath 
been  faid,  unlefs  when  he  was  pronouncing  his 
oracles. 

There  happened  fomething  with  refpe£t  to 
Nixon,  and  his  going  to  court,  like  what  I  met 
with  in  the  pamphlet  you  lent  me,  called  the 
Drummer  of  Tidworth.  For  as  that  drummer 
left  beating  when  king  Charles's  courtiers  came  to 
be  upon  the  watch  with  him,  and  would  not  fa- 
tisfy  their  curiofity ,  fo  our  clown  of  a  prophet, 
after  he  came  to  court,  was  entirely  dumb,  and, 
pronounced  no  more  prophecies.  It  is  faid  he  was 

not  long  there  before  he  was  ftarved. 

\  ,  t 

Nixon  was  very  grateful  to  his  mafter  Chol- 
mondley ;  he  prophefied  that  <{  the  heir  to  be 
<c  born  to  the  family  threefcore  and  ten  years  after, 
<c  Chould  be  endowed  with  very  eminent  qualifi- 
<c  cations,  and  arrive  at  greater  honours  than  any 
iC  of  his  anceftors  had  done/’  That  he  fhould 
diftinguifh  himfelf  by  his  loyalty  and  fervices  to 
the  king  then  reigning,  and  that  after  the  happy 
fettlement  which  would  fucceed  the  ftruggle, 
tc  the  peace  would  be  lafling,  with  a  continued 
ic  feries  of  honours  and  glory  to  the  nation.  This 
<f  child,  faid  Nixon,  {hall  be  known  by  the  ap- 
“  pearance  of  an  eagle  at  the  time  of  his  birth”, 
with  the  circumftances  mentioned  in  your  pro¬ 
phecy.  A  long  time  before  the  eagle  appeared, 
the  country  people  ufed  to  look  out  for  it;  and 
as  often  as  the  lady  of  Vale-Royal  lay  in,  they 
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would  cry,  <c  where  is  the  eagle  ?  when  will 
“  Nixon’s  heir  be  born  ?”  the  appearance  of  the 
eagle  was  about  five  and  thirty  years  ago:  the 
lady  who  lay  in,  was  aunt  to  Henry  St.  John,  late 
Lord  Bolingbroke  ;  when  (he  was  in  labour,  (he 
heard  great  (houtings  and  acclamations  of  joy  ;  and 
enquiring  the  reafon,  was  told,  the  Eagle  fo  long 
talked  of  is  come.  Upon  which  her  fifter  and 
Mr.  J.  S.  who  are  both  living,  went  to  the  win¬ 
dow,  faw  the  eagle  fitting  on  the  bough,  and 
looked  at  him  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  It  was 
feen  alfo  by  feveral  thoufands  of  people,  and  is 
fuch  a  confirmation  of  Nixon’s  prophecy,  that  the 
truth  of  it  is  no  where  doubted  of  in  this  county, 
by  either  gentle  or  fimple.  There  is  fome  varia¬ 
tion  in  the  original  prophecy  from  what  is  menti¬ 
oned  in  your  prophecy,  about  the  competitors  for 
the  kingdom ;  the  Germans,  Dutch,  and  Danes 
are  to  conquer  thofe  that  bring  fire  and  famine, 
plague  and  murder,  in  the  folds  of  their  garment ; 
and  we  can  underdand  none  but  the  French  by 
fuch  bloody  invaders ;  none  but  French  papids 
would  bring  fuch  dedrudtions  among  Proteftants. 
As  for  the  miller  Peter,  he  was  born  about  the 
time  of  the  revolution,  and  Nixon  prophefied 
that  he  fhould  have  two  heels  upon  one  foot, 
and  be  knighted ;  the  two  heels  he  hath  already, 
but  the  ipurs  are  not  yet  come  to  his  lot.  Yet, 
however,  the  country  people  in  his  neighbourhood 
have  made  a  knight  of  him  thefe  many  years, 
and  honed  Peter  the  miller  is  Sir  Peter  in  every 
one’s  mouth. 
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I  muft  here  correft  an  error  of  Mr.  Addifon,  in 
his  Freeholder,  who  has  not  read  your  prophecy 
with  that  attention  and  regard  which  a  thing  of 
jfuch  importance  deferves ;  for  he  gives  the  miller 
two  thumbs,  whereas  Nixon  gives  him  two  heels. 
A  miftake  in  the  text  of  a  prophecy  is  of  very 
dangerous  confequence ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  upon 
this  notice,  in  future  editions,  this  error  will  be 
correded,  and  juftice  done  to  honeft  Peter  the 
miller. 
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I  am,  Sir,  lours,  W.  E. 


FINIS . 


